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What’s inside…. 

 Recreation Department 

 2019 Revaluation and Tax Assessments 

 Recycling Center 

 Public Works 

 Conservation Commission 

 North Swanzey  Water & Fire Precinct 

 Fire Station Project 

 Veterans Day Memorial Service 

 Employee Spotlight 

Rt. 32 / Sawyers Crossing Road Roundabout 

  

The State Department of Transportation plans to replace the current Rt. 32 / Sawyers Crossing Road intersec-

tion with a roundabout.  The project was put out to bid for a second time this fall and the State expects to con-

struct the roundabout in 2020. 

Town of Swanzey Awarded $500,000 Grant from Northern Border Regional Commission 

 

On August 6, 2019, the Town of Swanzey received notification that it has been awarded a $500,000 grant 

from the Northern Border Regional Commission for street, drainage, and sidewalk improvements. The pro-

posed project will include the reconstruction of South Winchester Street, West Street, and Swanzey Street, 

the replacement and expansion of the existing sidewalk network along these streets, and the construction of 

an improved drainage system. The overall project cost is estimated to be $1,030,000 and the Town’s match-

ing funds will come from available bonding authority, reserve funds, and other grants.  

Swanzey Announces  

New Recreation Director Aaron Cherry 

 

The Town of Swanzey is pleased to announce 

the hiring of Aaron Cherry as the Town’s new 

Recreation Director, who assumed his duties on 

August 1. Mr. Cherry has a BS in Sports Man-

agement and comes with experience in the sports 

and recreation field. Mr. Cherry grew up in 

Newport, NH and most recently worked as a 

Recreation Coordinator for Manatee County, 

Florida, where he was responsible for various 

adult and youth camps and sports pro-

grams.  Thank you to outgoing Recreation Direc-

tor Ian Fraunfelder for three years of hard work! 



 

Basketball  

This will be our 3rd  year of basketball. The pro-

gram is open to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders and the 

cost will be $35.00. Registration forms will be 

available soon and they will be passed out at 

school. Please keep an eye out for sign up dates.  

Ice Skating 

We plan on getting ice time during December and 

February school vacations.  Please  follow our   

Facebook page for updates @swanzeyrec. 

The Recreation Department invites you to the 2nd Annual Halloween Block Paty. We will be shutting 

down  a portion of Main Street  to have “Trunk or Treat”, which is going from car to car to get your 

treats. We will also have pumpkin carving, “Touch a Truck” and some games and activities inside 

Whitcomb Hall. 

We want this to be a fun experience for all children and are expecting to see a great number of fami-

lies participating in what we hope  can become an ongoing annual tradition.  If you would like to en-

ter your car into “Trunk of Treat” please fill out a registration form available here. This event if 

FREE! 

When: October 26, 2019 3 pm- 5 pm (rain date, October 27th) 

Where: Main Street and Whitcomb Hall                                                                                                                                                              

 

Any questions please contact Jenna at                                                                                                                                           

603-352-7411 or                                                                                                                                                             

jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us 

file:///R:/Recreation/2019/Halloween/Trunk or Treat.pdf
mailto:jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us?subject=Halloween%20Block%20Party


 

Please remember the Town has a Leash Law. 

It is against the law to allow dogs to run at large on public proper-

ty or on the private property of others. The Town of Swanzey re-

quires that all dogs be under the control of their owners. If your 

dog is in your yard is must stay in your yard. If you are not outside 

with your dog it is recommend the dog is tied up or in a fenced in 

area. 

Dave Marazoff , Nick Taffe, Bob Bunszel and Tim Northcott with M&N Assessing Services have finished 

visiting properties for the purpose of updating the inventory of properties in Swanzey. This work is part of 

finishing up the 2019 revaluation, which is completed every 5 years to equalize the values of all properties for 

a fair distribution of the property tax burden.   

Revaluation Steps: 

 

1. Data Collection: The assessors have completed their physical inspections of all properties in the Town of 

Swanzey. 

2. Home Sales Study: The assessors studied home sales and determined where the actual increases and de-

creases in value have occurred. This study allowed comparisons of properties to be made and the asses-

sors to establish parameters to estimate the value of property based on home sales. 

3. Data Review: The assessors have reviewed the data that was collected and applied the determining fac-

tors of the sales analysis to determine a value for each property. 

4. Notices of new assessments: The assessors sent out letters to all owners with their new proposed updated 

property value. These values were not finalized until the informal hearings were complete. 

5. Informal Hearings: The assessors have met with all property owners that requested an informal hearing 

to discuss their new proposed property value. 

 

Please Note: If any property owner believes the assessment on their property is in excess of its fai-

market value, they may appeal by filing an abatement request by March 1, 2020. The 

Board of Selectmen will review and make a decision on all abatements.   

 

Avitar Transition: 

We are also very close to completing the full transition from Vision to the Avitar tax collect and assessing 

software.   We appreciate your continued   patience as we work through this important transition.  

 

If you should have any questions or concerns please contact Assessing Coordinator Christine Smith at 603

-352-7411 X114 or by email csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us.  Thank you. 

Property Tax Assessment for 2019 Revaluation & Avitar 



Upcoming events 

Hazardous Waste Schedule: 

 

The Summer/ Fall Hazardous Waste days schedule is coming to an end. There are only a few more days 

for 2019! (Sat 10/5), (Wed 10/16), (Sat 10/26).  Improper disposal of hazardous waste items can pollute the 

environment and pose a threat to human health and can even be fatal. Any questions about Hazardous 

waste, talk to a facility operator. All collections will be held at the Keene Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection Facility located adjacent to the Keene Recycling Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 

8am-1pm. 

 

Reminders - The Swanzey Recycling Center would like to remind residents to clean out recyclables of food 

and remove any caps from bottles. This is not only a health issue but helps ensure that we are shipping the 

highest quality materials to market.   

 

The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need to do 

is bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are at-

tached to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of 

this great facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges 

disposal fees to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews 

and may adjust these fees, after a public hearing.  

 

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 

 

Recycling is mandatory to use the facility… 

 

Attendants are authorized through the Solid Waste Processing Facility Ordinance- Town of Swanzey, to 

inspect all bags and boxes for compliance of recycling and may refuse to accept garbage containing re-

cyclables. Adopted by BOS 06/26/2012. The only bad question is the one that is never asked, we are here 

to help and educate the importance of recycling! 

 

If you would like to schedule a facility tour and see the process first hand you can call 603-357-3808 or 

email jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us and set up a time! 

Recycling Center 

-These are some of the most common household chemicals. 

mailto:jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us


 

Types of Batteries 

Rechargeable 

 Lead Acid- Wheelchairs, scooters, boats, RVs 

 Lithium-ion- Cell phones, laptops, power tools 

 Nickel-Cadmium- Power tools, hand held electronics 

 Nickle Metal Hydride-Hybrid automobiles, cameras 

 

Non-Rechargeable 

 Alkaline & Carbon Zinc- Toys, watches, hand held electronics 

 Lithium (Primary)- Sensors, alarms, memory back up, pacemakers 

 Mercury- Medical devices, military safety, cameras 

 Silver Oxide- Hearing aids, aircraft safety devices 

 Zinc Air-Hearing aids, watches, electric vehicles 

COMMON HOUSEHOLD DEVICES THAT CONTAIN BUTTON BATTERIES 

 

*Button Batteries are the small circular batteries that are about the size and shape of a button, although small 

these batteries pack a HUGE punch and need to be recycled properly. Having 1 button battery in your house-

hold trash could be deadly!!! Once wet, these batteries get VERY hot and WILL start a fire!  

 

BATTERY SAFETY 

One of the most common things in your junk drawer is batteries. Although some batteries are harmless, oth-

ers can pose a danger to you and your family. The battery that is most common is a 9 volt battery. These 

have the 2 poles (+,-) very close to each other, if these poles come into contact with anything metal (i.e., pa-

per clip, tin foil, change) and bridges the gap, that piece of metal will get hot enough to set something in that 

drawer on fire, leading to a devastating result. It is best to leave them in the packaging until they are used, or 

be brought to the recycling center to get processed. We process them by taping the end in electrical 

(nonconductive) tape, this ensure that the poles (+/-) will not contact anything that could potentially bridge 

the poles and cause damage or injury. 

 

***This covers a small portion of battery info and safety facts. For more information, help with a certain 

type of battery, or for a list of battery types with disposal methods ask an attendant.  

Battery safety and FAQs 
Batteries are found in many of the electronic devices we have in our homes, businesses and public agencies. 

All of these batteries must eventually be disposed of and many batteries have to be managed as a universal 

waste because of their toxic or reactive properties. Batteries currently contain one or more of the following 

eight metals: mercury, cadmium, lead, zinc, manganese, nickel, silver and lithium. When a battery is dis-

posed of in a solid waste landfill or incinerator, the battery can leach its toxic constituents and contaminate 

air, soil, surface water and groundwater. -NH Department of Environmental Services 

Recycling Center 



Since the summer edition of Swanzey Uncovered, there has been a 

lot going on. This year we decided to hire three roadside mowers 

in order to be able to mow as many of the town roads as possible. 

If we can routinely mow as many roads as possible every year, it 

will help keep it from becoming brush that is more time consum-

ing and costly to maintain. With the help of Phil’s Tree service and 

the permission from the neighbors of Stratton Library, we were 

able to take down several problematic trees that were hanging over 

the Library. Phil’s Tree service also took down a big Pine at 

Brown field and one at the Museum. We still have others we are 

planning on taking down in other areas as time allows. Ash Hill 

Road was shimmed and overlayed with pavement and Hale Hill 

Road also received the top coat of pavement to finish up the Hale Hill Road paving project. By working with 

Andy,  his crew from Arlington Paving, and the DPW crew doing all the graveling of the shoulders and drop 

offs, we were able to save money enough to put some pavement on Spring Street, Christian Hill Road, and a 

couple loads on Pine Street. Larry Alley and his crew from M&L paving helped us with shimming a couple 

areas on California Brook Road. The DPW crew dug out all the broken hot top at the beginning of Day Road 

and Route 32 and put in new pavement.  

      

The DPW crew also did an extensive amount of tree and brush cut-

ting on Talbot Hill Road from Route 32 to Hackler Drive, down 

Hackler Drive, and Stonefield Lane. After that was completed they 

dug out the ditches and some of the culverts. The crew will be doing 

more tree cutting and ditching as we can fit it into our schedule. The 

DPW crew also worked at the Police Department for several days 

moving their carport to a different location on the property. The 

new location for the carport will help make snow removal easier, 

faster, and less obstacles. 

 

By the time this edition of the Swanzey Fall Uncovered is printed, 

Trevor and the crew will have completed the culvert replacement on 

Holbrook Ave. as part of next year’s reconstruction phase, which consisted of 15 culverts totaling roughly 

850 feet of pipe. As temperatures and the leaves start to fall, we are attempting to get to as many promised 

projects done as we can while still having to perform our every 

year routine maintenance such as grading gravel roads, patching, 

etc. 

       

The building and grounds maintenance crew continues to keep 

very busy performing their yearly mowing and trimming of all the 

Cemeteries, Parks, Town buildings, and Ball fields. Sometimes 

when the crew isn’t busy mowing, they have repaired and straight-

ened up quite a few head stones in Homestead Cemetery. Rob and 

Angel also are responsible for some of the building maintenance at 

all the Town’s buildings from minor plumbing, carpentry, paint-

ing, etc.  

Public Works 



Rob, Angel, Ron, and Bob also took on the task of weeding out 

and cleaning up the roundabout at Lake Street and Route 12. It 

looks amazing and we have received a lot of compliments but 

we aren’t done with it yet! We are planning on taking out some 

of the plants that are there now and replace with more attractive 

plantings and shrubs in the spring. 

   

The crew has helped the DPW with filling in driving the trucks 

during ditching and paving operations. Also flagging traffic for 

us when needed. 

 

The crew has put together newly purchased bleachers at Brown 

field, replaced broken boards on older bleachers, and checked for and tightened up any loose bolts on other 

boards. The crew has also repaired and repainted picnic tables at Richardson park, and is in the process of 

painting parts of the Stratton Library.  

Public Works 

Eaton Road update submitted by Larry Crowder: 

 B.U.R Construction of Newport, NH began work on this project in Mid – July. 

The majority of drainage work which includes driveway culverts, cross drains, underdrains, main line 

drainage and structures has been completed. 4,600 linear feet of various drainage and 18 structures has 

been installed. Rock and ledge removal was encountered during construction. 

October work will include: Cross culvert extensions on existing culverts that were not replaced and minor 

drainage work.(headwall construction, ditch stabilization) Road work will consist of reclaiming existing 

pavement, grading, and paving base course (road and driveway aprons), shoulder and ditch work. 

 

Please note: Eaton Road will have a gravel surface during the reclamation process. (Approximately for a 

couple weeks, depending on weather) 

All disturbed lawn areas will be loamed and seeded. 

Motorist can expect one lane traffic, and delays during work hours. 

Note: Final paving of Eaton Road will be in the spring of 2020. 

AMERICAN LEGION - SWANZEY, NH 

John A. High Post 84 

 

Meeting:  1st Tuesday of Every Month except Summer Months 

 

6:30 p.m. – Whitcomb Hall,  

17 Main St., Swanzey, NH 

 

David Stinson – (862) 596-5780 

E-mail:  stinson.david@verizon.net 

National Website: legion.org 

 

 

Town Budget & Warrant Articles 

 

Work has begun on the 2020 Town 

budget and warrant for Town Meet-

ing.  If you have input on the budget, 

such as areas where you think more 

or less resources should be devoted 

or ordinances that you feel the Town 

should consider, please let us know 

as soon as possible. 



The Swanzey Conservation Commission continues to steward the 

Town's conservation properties as well as advise and oversee new 

projects.  Most building proposals, as well as environmental matters 

come before the Conservation Commission for approval.  The com-

mission is keyed to recognize possible threats to the environment 

such as drainage, erosion control, dangerous emissions, water pollu-

tion, air pollution.   

 

Invasive plant growth is a real problem. This summer Jeff Taylor, a 

licensed invasives treatment expert, spoke to us about the regrowth of 

buckthorn and Japanese knotweed at the Riley Conservation site on 

Matthews Road.  This will be under surveillance through next Spring. 

 

Recently Swanzey Con Com, as we often call it, has worked with Jef-

frey Littleton of Moosewood Ecological to prepare a Natural Re-

source Report. This was a federally required project.  The report will 

provide ready information related to wildlife habitat, botanical re-

sources, aquifers, and plant life in varied environments. This report 

necessitated study of a broad sample of Swanzey's lands...woods, 

wetlands, mountainous, rock forms and grassland.  The Conservation 

Commission is grateful to all landowners who allowed access to their 

property for this study. 

 

The Conservation Commission also works closely with ARLAC and several members have trained in the 

past to help with water tests of our local streams. On Saturday, Sept. 28, some of our members aided in the 

Ashuelot River Cleanup.  An estimated 700 lbs. of refuse was delivered in just one load to the recycling cen-

ter in Swanzey.  

 

We encourage our fellow townspeople to come to our meetings and please sign up to become a members or 

alternates.  We meet only once each month.  Our agendas and minutes are online at the Swanzey Town web-

site. 

Conservation Commission  

River clean up on September 28th at the 

Cresson Covered Bridges 

©Keith Thibault  



We are through our second year of the hydrant replacement program 

& have four sixty year-old hydrants left to replace next year. The old 

Corey hydrants were becoming difficult to operate, leaked, & repair 

parts are not available. The last four are still in service & were the best 

of the lot, so we scheduled those for replacement last. 

 

The Precinct Office fence is also being updated. Trees were removed, 

and the stumps that grew into the fence required removal of the fence 

as well. We replaced the eastern side with a wooden rail fence, and 

plan to install chain link on the remaining posts.  

 

We post updates on our Facebook page & website http://

www.northswanzeywater.org 

    

Questions or concerns? Call us at 352-2338, email sly@ne.rr.com or 

stop by the Precinct Office at 31 Walnut Place. Sly Karasinski – Su-

perintendent 

 

North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct  

Paul Scheuring    Bryan Rudger  Rob Herrick  

Chairman     Commissioner  Commissioner 

In December of 2018 the Town of Swanzey purchased 321 Old 

Homestead Highway and at the 2019 Town Meeting Swanzey voters 

approved funding to design a fire station at this location.  The new 

fire station would replace Fire Station #2, which is currently located 

in the basement of the Town Hall at 620 Old Homestead Highway. 

In July the Town hired KCS Architects of Keene to assist in engag-

ing the community and developing a conceptual fire station plan to 

be on the 2020 Town Meeting warrant for voter approval. 

 

As part of the process to design a fire station the Town has so far 

held four focused discussions with various stakeholders, subject ex-

perts, and the public regarding the project.  The first session was with 

the firefighters and EMTs on the Swanzey Fire Department to begin 

the process of designing a fire station by meeting with the primary 

users to get their input on what they think is most important in a fire 

station.  The other sessions included focuses on building construction 

materials, infrastructure and utilities, and community engagement.  

Many members of the community attended these meetings and pro-

ductive discussions were had.  Work with the public to design a fire 

station acceptable to the community will continue throughout the fall 

and winter. 

Fire Station Focus Group Sessions 

http://www.northswanzeywater.org
http://www.northswanzeywater.org
mailto:sly@ne.rr.com


The Swanzey Rail Trails Advisory Committee (RTAC) has accom-

plished a great deal on our two rail trails that run through Swanzey. 

The committee has worked on clearing fallen trees, cutting back 

brush and cleaning debris from the trails. 

 

A grant was submitted to the NH Transportation Alternative Pro-

gram, to renovate and upgrade our trails. The grant would fund work 

from Pine Street in West Swanzey to the Swanzey/Winchester line on 

the Ashuelot trail, and the portion of the Cheshire trail that traverses 

through East Swanzey. We are currently raising the matching funds. 

We are asking for help from donors of all types.  

 

We have been participating with the Southwest Regional Planning Commission’s planning process to reno-

vate/upgrade/further enhance the entire 21 mile stretch of the Ashuelot trail between Hinsdale and Keene. 

 

The Wantastiquet - Monadnock (WMT) Trail Coalition created the WMT, of which four miles uses the 

Cheshire trail in Swanzey. We have attended WMT Coalition meetings.  

 

A pamphlet on the Swanzey Rail Trails was created and is available at the town hall as well as the library.    

The Swanzey Rail Trails are a wonderful and fun resource for all residents of Cheshire County. Come have 

adventure on our trails.  

 

Contact the RTAC if you would like to learn more about the Rail Trails or to join us in helping to maintain 

them; Mike Kowalczyk at mkowalcyk1958@gmail. 

Rail Trail Advisory Committee 

 

VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL SERVICE 

MONDAY – 11 NOV – 11:00 am 

SWANZEY COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Outside in Front of Memorial Monument 

(Inside if Raining) 

Light Lunch in Church Hall after Ceremony 
 

 

Veteran’s Day is a tribute to military veterans who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  Originating in 

1919 when President Woodrow Wilson marked a year since the end of the First World War, the day coin-

cides with other days of remembrance around the world including Armistice Day in the United Kingdom 

and Remembrance Day across the Commonwealth of Nations.  Not to be confused with Memorial Day, 

which honors those who died while in service, Veterans Day honors all military veterans, including the liv-

ing. 

Speaker -- Kent Drake-Deese 

Keene State College 

Head of Veterans Services 

Veterans Day Memorial Service 



Meet Deputy Town Clerk Audra Perlman 

Audra was most recently employed by Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power in Brattleboro, 

VT, where she worked there for over 26 years before they shutdown.  For the last 15 years 

there, she was an Emergency Planner/Trainer and she was responsible for procedures and 

plans, conducting drills & exercise, training staff and maintaining emergency response 

facilities.  After VY closed, she attended Frederick Community College and obtained an 

associate’s degree in Emergency Management. When Audra is not working she enjoys 

everything horses!  During the summers she has an extensive show schedule with her two 

horses, Dazzle and Tyson.  She also is  addicted to Hallmark movies and enjoy curling up 

on the couch watching them! 

Meet Deputy Tax Collector Linda Maccini 

Linda comes to the town with a work history in the banking field.  When she is not work-

ing she enjoys family time which includes her two poodles.  She hails from North Caroli-

na and hopes to one day enjoy her retirement  living at the beach. She also enjoys camp-

ing, crafts and  her flower gardens.  

Employee Spotlight 

Lower Wilson Pond Dam  

Lower Wilson Pond Dam update: The concrete extension was 

attached, concrete footings and retaining wall poured. The con-

tractors are now in the process of backfilling. Completion of the 

project they are hoping for is two to three weeks. 



Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge 

 

Rabbit Hollow Bridge update: Temporary Bridge has been installed. Precast box culvert sections are in the 

process of being made. 


